
Rekindled Intimacy with God 
James 4:6-10 

Communion is an invitation for us to rekindle our intimacy with God.  

James 4:6-11 gives us seven stepping stones to rekindled intimacy 

with God.  

1. Rekindled intimacy with God requires humility (6b). 

 

Every movement in the direction of God requires humility. 

Pride automatically puts you in opposition to God and 

eliminates the possibility of intimacy with Him. Yet He gives 

grace to the humble. You must take the war against pride very 

seriously in your life.  

 

2. Rekindled intimacy with God requires submission (7a).  

 

Submission to God means that you must surrender your 

independence.  The safest place for you to be is under the 

canopy of God’s loving authority. 

 

3. Rekindled intimacy with God requires warfare (7b).  

 

The first step to resisting/overcoming the devil is to submit to 

God—to come under his loving authority. Here’s why: 

I Sam 15:23—“For rebellion is as the sin of divination 

(witchcraft), And insubordination
1
 (NIV-arrogance; NLT-

stubbornness) is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have 

rejected the word of the LORD, He has also rejected you from 

being king." 
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Satan’s scheme always involves rebellion, insubordination, 

arrogance, stubbornness against God. It is the same 

independent spirit that took down Adam and Eve in Eden. It’s 

the same independent spirit used to tempt Christ in the 

wilderness. And it’s the same independent spirit that you must 

battle to resist the devil. And you conquer it by submitting to 

God.  

 

4. Rekindled intimacy with God requires the pursuit of God’s 

presence (8a).  

 

I would urge you to pray for God to increase your desire for 

Him—a  longing for the nearness of His presence. And yet 

drawing near is more than just desire, it requires taking the 

initiative to pursue Him.  

 

How close do you want God to be?  

Illus.: Daniel: When he saw all of the great park equipment, he ran out 

there to check everything out and at that moment the affections of his 

heart were scattered. But every few minutes he would look back just to 

make sure mom and dad were in eye-shot distance. Just to make sure 

they were there. He just wanted to make sure they were relatively 

close. At that moment he wasn’t interested in being hugged or 

snuggled. He was settling for a relatively close relationship with his 

mom and dad. He wasn’t really interested in intimacy. Sometimes we 

do that in our relationship with God.  

God has made you a promise: draw near to Him and He will 

draw near to you.  

 

 

 

 



5. Rekindled intimacy with God requires repentance (8b).  

 

What does it mean to be “double-minded”?  It means you can’t 

make up your mind: are you going to pursue God or pursue the 

world (see vs 4)? The double-minded person tries to live a 

double life. In chapter one he’s a person that prays but can’t 

decide if he should trust God or not. But spiritual intimacy is 

reserved for the one who has a singular heart for God.  

 

6. Rekindled intimacy with God requires brokenness (9). 

 

Those who love deeply are deeply grieved when love is 

broken. How long has it been since you really grieved because 

you violated your love for God? 

 

7. Rekindled intimacy with God requires humility (10).  

 

This last step is the same as the first. James has brought us full 

circle. Every step in the direction of God requires humility. 

Humility always begins in the same place: in the presence of 

the Lord.  

 

 Bread:  

 Cup:  

 

 

Col 4:5-6—“Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, 

making the most of the opportunity. Let your speech always be with 

grace, seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may know how you 

should respond to each person.” 

 


